Management of type A aortic dissections: a meta-analysis of the literature.
The authors reviewed all published series of type A iatrogenic aortic dissections and performed meta-analyses to investigate the management and outcomes of this complication. The majority of type A iatrogenic aortic dissections occurred during cardiac surgery, but the incidence of iatrogenic aortic dissection was considerably higher during thoracic endovascular aortic repair. Intraoperative diagnosis of iatrogenic aortic dissection was made in 69% of patients, and surgical repair of the dissection was performed in 88%. The overall in-hospital mortality was 38%, and the intraoperative diagnoses (odds ratio 0.35; p = 0.01) and surgical repairs (odds ratio 0.09; p = 0.001) were associated with reduced in-hospital mortality in univariate regression analysis.